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The Lamplighter 
                                                                                                                           

The United Church Canandaigua, NY                                                                                         
11 Gibson Street 585-394-0503 

                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 
Worship Services, 8:45 and 11:00 am (Sept 1st still on summer schedule, 9:30 am) 

                
September 2024 Rev. Dr. Wade Allen 

 
 
 

 
Sept 1 – Final 9:30 am summer worship service  
Sept 2 – Office Closed for holiday 
Sept 3 – Stewards, 6:30 pm 
Sept 8– Worship services at 8:45 and 11:00 am resume 
Sept 8– Rally Day breakfast, 9:45 am 
Sept 9 – Trustees, 7:00 pm 
Sept 15 – Sunday School resumes, 9:45 am 
Sept 15 – 3rd Graders receive Bibles 
Sept 15 – The Cause resumes, 5:00 pm  
Sept 16 – Official Board, 7:00 pm 
Sept 29 – Fiddlers Concert, 3:00 pm 
Oct 2 – Youth Club resumes 
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Exploring Joseph’s Journey as We Begin the Program Year 

 
 

September is a month of transition at The United Church. As the summer season comes to a close, we face the 
excitement of the beginning of the program year. We return to two services, Sunday school, and special programs like 
The Cause and Youth Club, which are preparing to begin. With the cooler air, we enjoy the warmth of extended time 
together as a church family. 
 
On Labor Day weekend (September 1), we will continue to gather in one service (9:30 AM), but we will transition to 
two services (8:45 AM and 11 AM) on September 8. Our study in Genesis will also shift to focus on another 
important character, Joseph. From September 8 to November 10, we will delve into Joseph’s story. 
 
Joseph, the favored son of Jacob, was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers and ended up in Egypt, where he rose 
to power as Pharaoh’s right-hand man due to his ability to interpret dreams. Despite his hardships, including false 
accusations and imprisonment, Joseph remained faithful to God. Eventually, he reconciled with his brothers, who 
came to Egypt seeking food during a famine, and he saved his family by inviting them to live in Egypt. Through 
Joseph’s trials and triumphs, God’s providence was evident, using Joseph’s life to preserve the Israelites. 
 
His story is remarkable, and I look forward to exploring it with you. I have included a list of readings for the month of 
September as you follow along in the story. As we explore the Bible together, God works in our hearts to turn us 
toward Himself. 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Worship Schedule and Readings 
 

September 
 September 01 - Reconciled (Genesis 33) 

  Additional Readings: Psalm 133:1-3, Colossians 3:12-17 

 September 08 - Coat of Many Colors (Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28) 
  Additional Readings: Romans 8:28-39, Psalm 105:16-22  

 September 15 - Potiphar's Wife (Genesis 39) 
  Additional Readings: Psalm 25:1-5, James 1:12-15 

 September 22 - Trusting God's Timing (Genesis 40) 
  Additional Readings: Psalm 37:3-9, James 1:2-8  

 September 29 - Out of the Pit (Genesis 41) 
  Additional Readings: Psalm 27:7-14, Philippians 4:11-13 

 
The QR code to the right will also take you to the streaming page 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tech Help  
We are now doing signups for volunteer roles online!  If you would like to greet or take offering (those 2 jobs will now be split 

and you can do just one or the other if you prefer!), serve in the nursery or help with the camera/sound/livestream 
jobs, follow the link below or scan the QR code below. If those jobs don’t show up as options for you but you’d 
like to be put on the teams, let a staff member know, and we’ll help you! We can also help if you 
have any difficulty with the app or computer stuff. https://services.planningcenteronline.com/ 
 

 
Confused? Need help? Ask a staff member or look for tech help folks in the Welcome Center on Sundays.  
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World Mission Offering ~ October 6 
For many years our church family has faithfully and generously supported a special offering called the World 
Mission Offering on the first Sunday of October. This offering supports both of our denominations. 
This year, on Sunday, October 6, we are given the opportunity to work with other Christians in helping to 
change the world for God’s glory. Our gifts support American Baptist global servants as they share the good 
news all over the world. This enables all of us, through the dedicated work of these ministries, to participate in 
God’s life-changing mission around the globe. 
At the same time, through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program we are able to help people and communities affected by 
crisis and catastrophic events witness the healing love of Christ. Currently our gifts are being used in responding to hurricanes in 
our country, flooding in Ghana, humanitarian assistance in Israel/Palestine and in Ukraine, and in many other parts of our world. 
We are asking that you pray for both the givers and receivers of our gifts, remembering that our giving on October 6 will support 
God’s mission all around the world. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Called to Care, Canandaigua is reflecting on the welcome already offered to fifteen families over the past two years, some 
of whom have found their faith journey here with us at United.  Now we look forward to a co-sponsorship with World 
Relief Western NY to welcome another refugee family.  A Good Neighbor Team (GNT) is forming to offer biblical 
welcome and hospitality.  Are you "called to care?"  GNT's of eight to ten volunteers help newcomers integrate into a new 
community by securing and furnishing an apartment, meeting the family at the airport, and assisting the family to obtain 
medical and social services, employment and schooling as they move toward self-sufficiency.  Please reach out to Wendy 
Stoddard or Linda Werts to learn more and to join the GNT now forming.  And please join us on Sunday, September 
29th as we present a concert with the "Fiddlers of the Genesee" at 3:00pm in our sanctuary.   A reception will follow 
with light snacks and a good will offering will be taken to benefit Called to Care, Canandaigua. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Save the Date:  October 13, 2024 
What does it take to be a Christian missionary? 
You do need courage to step out in faith. The missionary journey sometimes contains 
obstacles — like visas, language learning, finances, doubts, loneliness, fear, and more. 
     Introducing Christine Lafferty, the United Church’s newest named 
commissioned international missionary.  Christy has been serving God and her 
brothers and sisters in Nicaragua since 2012 as a part of AMOS Health and Hope. 
AMOS uses an empowering approach, following Christ’s example of listening 
to and healing the most vulnerable, engaging communities as full partners by training local leaders as community health 
promoters. Their programs provide preventive and curative health services primarily to rural communities with significant 
barriers to health care.  
     Christine (Christy) Lafferty is from Cleveland, Ohio. As a young adult, she developed a deep sense of commitment and 
passion for serving others, motivated by her Christian faith. After studying Sociology and Spanish in college, she followed a call 
to serve as a young adult missionary for 3 years, working alongside communities in Nicaragua and farmworkers in California. 
Christy has fallen in love with AMOS’s model and community-based approaches. Christy is serving as an endorsed Global 
Servant (missionary) through International Ministries of Am. Baptist Churches. She also has a special interest in women’s health 
and in her free time has worked with couples as a birth doula and childbirth educator.  
     Christy facilitates short-term mission opportunities, engages churches as partners in long-term ministry, and helps 
share the stories of lives being saved and transformed in Nicaragua. Christy is also studying a Master’s in Theological 
Studies (MTS) through Palmer Theological Seminary and will graduate in Aug. 2024. She lives in Managua, with her 
husband, Abel, and their son, AJ (9). 
     On October 13 Christy will be with us in Canandaigua.  We look forward hearing her missionary journey, the value of 
short term mission experiences, and an invitation to partner with her in mission.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Patti and Tim Long, missionaries in Tijuana Mexico, have earned retirement status!  
We will continue to support The Didaqué School at Monte Horeb Baptist Church of Tijuana. A very special recognition was 
held at the beginning of the academic year, honoring Patti for her 20 years of teaching ministry with them. The special education 
program she founded has flourished, and it was so good to gather with the staff of the school, church leaders, and former 
students. It was especially meaningful to hear from the students themselves as they shared the truly life-changing experiences 
they had at the school. Two students, currently at university, even brought their now twelve-year-old cherished envelopes full of 
classwork. The classwork these envelopes held put them on the road to an education that no one, including themselves, thought 
possible until they started at the Didaqué School.  
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Treasurer’s Report for July 

Treasurer's Financial Summary for July 2024    

     

 Jan-July Jan-July   

Description 2024 Actual 
2024 
Budget   

     
Income     
    Total Giving 271,216.85  278,151.27    
    Other Income 12,556.46  7,855.42    
Total Income 283,773.31  286,006.69    

     
Spending     
    Education and Ministry 21,147.72  23,934.17    
    Operating 51,819.63  43,847.22    
    Personnel & Related 211,428.71  218,225.30    
Total Expenses 284,396.06  286,006.69    

     
Net Income Year to Date (622.75) 0.00    

     
From January through July, we have spent $622.75 more than we have taken 
in.  Our donations are $6.934.42 less than we budgeted year to date.  If you 
have fallen behind on your pledge, please make every effort to catch 
up.  
If you are able to give more, we have lots of great programming we would 
like to do!  Thank you!     

     
Nancy Lamberson     
Treasurer     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thank you to all the faithful prayer warriors at United Church. Thank you for your cards, calls, visits, 
flowers, delicious meals through Meal Train, and the prayer shawl. You have all been a blessing! 
Praising our Lord and Savior for being with me during my surgeries. He is so faithful!  
My “go to” verse has been and will continue to be Isaiah 41:10 “Fear not, for I am with you. Be not 
dismayed for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.” Carolyn Verspoor 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thank you to the congregation for the many birthday cards, as well as the prayers and food brought to 
Braeden and I following my recent surgery. Linda Gilbert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stampin’ Up!  The next Stampin’ Up class is scheduled for September 21st from 9 – 12 in the Fellowship 
Room. We will be making the 4 cards pictured. If you have any questions or are interested in signing up, contact 
Sharon Meyer.  
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CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
 

What’s happened… 
 

This summer, 27 children from our church were sent to Christian camps with your help from our campership fund.  
Our mission budget provides ½ the cost for one week at a Christian camp for any child that attends Sunday School, Youth Club, 
and/or The Cause.  This can make a huge difference for parents who otherwise may have to decide between sending only one of 
several children to camp, or no one at all.  With all the different choices available for kids, we are so glad to encourage them 
with a lasting experience, one that will strengthen their relationship with Jesus Christ….one that has eternal benefits!  Thank 
you for your support! 

SCUBA VBS ~ diving into friendship with God! The week of July 8-12 was a valuable week in the Kingdom of God 
as 73 children (41 from our church, 32 from the community) learned that God is a friend who’s real,  God is a friend who loves, 
God is a friend we can trust, God is a friend forever, and God is a friend for everyone!  During this amazing, underwater 
adventure, we all experienced the never-ending love of God! Children learned about the daily Bible point and Bible stories 
through drama, songs, games, science experiments, videos and crafts. God faithfully provided 60 adults, teens, and tweens who 
served as crew leaders, station leaders, snack preparers, station helpers, and crew helpers. Thank you also to ALL who 
supported us with generous donations, prayers, scenery help, set up and clean up! We appreciate each of you! Our VBS 
mission project, Operation Kid to Kid, raised $363.76 for Living Waters for the World in Yucatan, Mexico. What a generous 
bunch of VBS families! That’s a God sighting!  

 
“To Him who is able to do exceedingly, abundantly  

above all we can think or ask,  
according to His power that is at work within us, 

to Him be the glory in the church  
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,  

for ever and ever! Amen!” 
Ephesians 3:20-21  

 

What’s happening… 

  Nursery Care for infants through preschoolers is provided every Sunday. The nursery will be 
staffed with volunteers during both Worship services and during the Sunday School hour. We need MORE nursery 
volunteers to help care for our littlest ones. We can use adults and kids aged 7th grade and up. Please contact 
Louise Van Iseghem or Deb Marshall if you are interested in volunteering for the nursery. Please note that all people 
18 and over who volunteer in the nursery need to be background checked – this is a quick and easy process! Contact 
Carolyn to be checked.    

 

Upcoming Events… 
  
Sunday, Sept. 1 – last summer service at 9:30am  
 

Sunday, Sept. 8 – Return to 2 services, 8:45am and 11:00am; Sunday school kick off for all ages at 9:45am 
 

Sunday, Sept. 15 – Sunday school begins for all ages at 9:45am; Bibles given to children during 11am service 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 2 – Youth Club begins 
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Personal Reflection 
 Although my favorite season is coming to an end, there are some things I like about fall. I tend to thrive on routine and 
structure. Since I have school-aged children, the fall naturally offers a return to routine. The routine of school days helps me to 
develop and stick to my own daily routine of time with the Lord, exercising, working, driving kids to activities, and family time. 
Though I love summer for many reasons, it typically does not offer much structure, and I often notice that I lose the balance that 
the school year routine naturally offers.  

 Of course, we are all unique and not everyone thrives with a lot of routine and structure; however, I do think there is a 
basic, fundamental, God-given desire for some routine in each one of us. I believe this because when you look closely at the 
creation account, you will see that there is a routine of 6 days of work, then 1 day of rest. This most basic routine is part of who 
we were created to be. When we embrace this most basic routine, I think we become more truly who God wants us to be.  

 If you’ve read other monthly reflections of mine, you might remember that I am not good at the “rest” part. But, I am 
working on it. As summer comes to an end, and I look toward fall, which will be naturally busier for our family, I am 
contemplating how to fit rest in to my week. However, I think that’s the wrong approach. Much like the command to tithe, I 
think the command to rest works best if we start with rest. I need to schedule my day of rest first. I need to block it off and 
protect it and ensure that my Sabbath day is only filled with restful, life-giving events. This means I need to say “no” to things - 
even when they seem good. And, I need to only say “yes” to things that will bring restoration and joy. Once I have my Sabbath 
day picked and protected, then I need to be diligent to schedule things around that day. I also need to fight the urge to make a to 
do list for my Sabbath day because, for me, that very quickly turns into work.  

 I am hopeful for this school year ahead that I can enjoy a routine that includes a regular rhythm of rest. I invite you to 
join me. Maybe you’re already great at keeping a Sabbath day and you have some tips for me, I welcome that, too! However, if 
you’re like most people in our culture, I’m guessing you can relate to being busy and trying to fit rest in, which rarely (or never) 
seems to happen. A once-a-year, week long vacation can’t make up for missing 51 days of rest. There’s a reason rest is supposed 
to happen once a week. So, let’s join together and schedule a day of rest first, then schedule around it. Guess what? It’s ok if 
your Sabbath day is Sunday one week and Saturday the next week. It’s also ok if your Sabbath day is on a weekday - well, as 
long as you’re retired or have the day off. Let’s not impose a bunch of rules about our day of rest. Let’s schedule a day and stick 
to it, even if we need to schedule a day week by week due to the nature of our stage of life. My hope is that we will each find joy 
in discovering what helps us to rest and what rejuvenates us as we keep Sabbath together.     
      ~ Deb 

 

“ ‘If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day,  
if you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord’s day honorable,  

and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words,  
then you will find your joy in the Lord,  

and I will cause you to ride in triumph on the heights of the land  
and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.’  
The mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  Isaiah 58:13-14 
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YOUTH 

 
Reflections & Learnings 

 
At The Cause, we are planning our next program year! Our kick-off is on Sunday, September 15, with Parents 

invited! This year, we will be spending much of our time in the second book of the curriculum titled “Can I ask That? 
Hard Questions about God and Faith”. 
 

Our Youth Ministry Team continues their faithful work! The team plans to meet in September. We will be 
reflecting on this past summer’s activities, making plans for the Fall, and discerning the best way to minister to our 
students. This year’s team includes: Julie Zajac, Dale Zajac, Lauren Slomski, Kayleigh Sheppard, Ray McMillen, 
Sandi DiCicco, and Jen Callard. 
 

Our Youth Sunday School starts up in September, too! Both our High School and Middle School students will be 
using the Deep Discipleship curriculum. We are thrilled to welcome Jen Callard as a Middle School teacher! We are 
also grateful for Jen and John Eveleigh – faithful teachers of youth for around 30 years – as they pivot into new 
activities that God is calling them into. Thank you, Jen and John! 
 

The Middle School Youth Club will be starting in October, and they will also be using Deep Discipleship. 
Lauren Slomski will be the primary facilitator of the Youth Club Bible Study and Faith Discussions.  
 

There are no Special Events being coordinated for September. We are thankful for the participation and 
contributions of numerous people during the Summer Youth Retreat and the Summer Mission Experiences. Some of 
our students will be sharing their experiences during the Sunday School kick-off event. 
 

Our Monthly School Youth Connects are starting back up with the school year! New for this year – the 
Canandaigua and Victor connects will be moved from a monthly Wednesday to a monthly Thursday. This mid-week 
program is aimed at providing positive connections for youth with their faith family. This is also a great time for the 
parents to connect with one another! Check out the dates below for the next connection dates, times, and locations. 

 

Looking Forward 

 
Connect Canandaigua – September 12 @ 6:45 AM (North Road Tim Horton’s) (Second Thursday) 
Connect Marcus Whitman – September 16 @ 2:30 PM (Gorham Free Library) (Third Monday) 
Connect Victor – September 19 @ 6:45 AM (Main Street Dunkin Donuts) (Third Thursday) 
 
 

Mark Slomski  |  Pastor of Youth & Adult Ministry  |  Mark.Slomski@uccdga.org  |  585-455-7491 
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ADULT & YOUNG ADULT 

Reflections & Learnings 

 
The Adult Education Sunday School Hour is starting up for the program year! Starting in September, we are 

offering a Bible Study on Genesis (to complement the Genesis sermon series, Adult Education Retreat theme, and the 
November lecture), which will be held in the Downstairs Dining Hall. Our primary facilitators include Steve Simpson 
and Gail Benjamin. Returning for another year is the Parenting Coffee Hour, which provides a casual atmosphere for 
parents to come (even if they are late!), fellowship, take a breath, and engage in relevant faith discussions. Our 
facilitators for this group include: Brenda and Bob Cunningham, Julie and Dale Zajac, and Melissa Long. There are 
prayerful plans for additional Adult Education Sunday School classes, so keep an eye out for updates in the coming 
months! 
 

Our Young Adult ministry continues! This past summer, we enjoyed our first young adult retreat at Onanda park 
(at least in recent church history!). This Fall, we are attempting to bring a group to the Young Adult Weekend at 
Beaver Camp, along with a weekend stay in a cabin in the Southern Tier. Our lunch connects are back for another 
year, and exact dates, times, and frequencies are still to be determined. We continue to look for informal, sometimes 
spontaneous, ways of connecting with our young adults. 
 

As always, Adults in our church are engaged in various small group ministries. To name a few, we have our 
Men’s breakfast, Women’s circles, Bible study groups, knitting group, and prayer shawl knitting. Check out the 
church calendar for times and locations of these different groups! In September, we are conducting a small group 
survey to collect interest for additional small groups of various kinds. Keep an eye out for the survey, and we 
encourage all that are interested to express your interest through the survey! Also in September, we are starting up 
mid-week connects (in the same spirit as the youth connects) for adults in our church family! Our first adult monthly 
connect will be held at Ferris Hills, Wednesday, September 4, at 1:00 PM. 
 

As for Special Events, we enjoyed our Adult Education Retreat at Onanda Park this past August. Wally 
Fleming was our guest speaker! Looking forward to Fall 2024, we are hosting our first United Church Seminar, 
November 2. Our guest speaker is Dr. Richard Middleton. 
 

The Adult Education Ministry Team continues efforts, facilitation, and discernment for the ministry. Please 
continue to keep this team in prayer as they serve in this important ministry. This year, our team includes: Brenda and 
Bob Cunningham, Steve Simpson, Gary Preece, Gail Benjamin, Adam Thorman, Bev Fehrenbach, and Melissa Long. 
Our Young Adult Ministry Discernment Team completed their efforts this past summer, and now the ministry will 
pivot to implementing that work, which includes formulating a permanent Youth Adults Ministry Team.  
 

Looking Forward 

Adult Connect - September 4 @ 1:00 PM (Ferris Hills) 
Young Adult Beaver Camp Weekend – September 20-22 
Adult Education Seminar – November 4 @ 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Mark Slomski  |  Pastor of Youth & Adult Ministry  |  Mark.Slomski@uccdga.org  |  585-455-7491 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY  

During the summer season, I tackled St. Augustine’s classic writing titled The City of God. I used an audiobook 
format (to give you an idea on the size of that book, the audio recording is over 40 hours in duration). Against my 
better judgment, I added an additional book to my reading list that is touted as the “a modern day update to the City of 
God”, titled Biblical Critical Theory, written by Dr. Christopher Watkins (an almost 700-page book). To no one’s 
surprise, I have not completed these books (about halfway through both). Despite my weariness, I am thoroughly 
enjoying these writings (especially Dr. Watkins book). Here is a description of Dr. Watkin’s book: 
 

Informed by the biblical-theological structure of Saint Augustine's magisterial work The City of God (and with 
extensive diagrams and practical tools), Biblical Critical Theory shows how the patterns of the Bible's storyline can 
provide incisive, fresh, and nuanced ways of intervening in today's debates on everything from science, the arts, and 
politics to dignity, multiculturalism, and equality. You'll learn the moves to make and the tools to use in analyzing and 
engaging with all sorts of cultural artifacts and events in a way that is both biblically faithful and culturally relevant.  

My Takeaways (so far) 
 

We must develop a biblical worldview - the “So What” of our Christian beliefs - “[Biblical Critical Theory] 
does not try to explain and defend the Bible to the culture; it seeks to analyze and critique the culture through the 
Bible.” I pray we - as Christians - can understand and live out our “so what” this election season. 
 

We must cultivate and exercise biblically-guided discernment skills - It is through the revealed will of God, 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the discipleship of believers that we can discern - in real-life scenarios - “what is 
good and evil, truth and falsehood, beauty and ugliness within the created order”. I pray God leads us to make 
biblically-sound decisions as we navigate a complicated political atmosphere. 
 

Through a robust biblical worldview, we must be in-tune with the happenings of the world - St. Augustine 
had working knowledge of the gods, rulers, and philosophers of Rome. With this understanding, he was able to 
nuance a biblical critique, not only exposing the errors of Rome (the earthly city), but also presenting the solutions 
expressed within God’s kingdom (God’s city), as revealed by God in the Word of God. I pray that we live our lives in 
a manner that is intimately aware of the world around us, and at the same time familiar enough with the tenants of 
God’s kingdom. The political realm needs us to be in-tune. 
 

“The earthly city and the city of God are inextricably intertwined” - This intertwining helps guard against two 
pitfalls: 1) The abandonment of our calling to be in the world (but not of it); and 2) The disregard of our calling to live 
our lives as a holy priesthood. This intertwining is an important understanding of our reality: “sin and obedience, 
judgment and grace, the ethic of violence and the ethic of love” are all part of our embodied experience and the 
cosmic story. I pray the Lord uses us and guides us on this narrow path, even when the political environment is 
heated and uncomfortable. 
 

The Biblical Critical Theory “diagonalizes” the dichotomies of today’s world - While the tribes of this world 
are increasingly polarized and dependent upon their own hate of the opposition, the biblical worldview reveals “a 
positive and viable third way” that doesn’t dilute into mere compromise. God’s will as revealed in the Bible 
effectively satisfies the true needs identified by earthly worldviews, while at the same time resolves the errors 
produced within those same earthly theories. I pray we can show our neighbors how God is the only person that meets 
the world's needs, both in today’s world, and in the world to come. 

Mark Slomski  |  Pastor of Youth & Adult Ministry  |  Mark.Slomski@uccdga.org  |  585-455-7491 
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