APRIL 2026

THE

oo Lamplighter

CANANDAIGUA

11 Gibson St., Canandaigua, NY 14424 + office@uccdga.org + (585) 394-0503

APRIL 2026 EVENTS

April 2
Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm

April 5
Resurrection Sunday, 8:45 & 11 am

April 6
Trustees, 7:00 pm

April 7
Stewards, 6:30 pm

April 1l
Family Game Night, 6:30 pm

April 19
Teacher Appreciation Sunday, 11 am

April 20
Official Board, 7:00 pm

Most of us grew up thmkmo of Easter asa smole Sunday We dress up, we
April 26 sing the hymns, we hear about the empty tomb, and then we move on. Yet
Exploring Membership Class, noon Christians have long understood Easter, not as one day, but as a season.

The Easter season stretches from Resurrection Sunday to Pentecost, seven
weeks of living in the reality of the risen Jesus. Fifty days. It is important
that we don’t rush past the resurrection. We need to linger in it, allow it to
soak in. And this is what we will do this year.
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FROM THE PASTOR

Throughout the Easter
season, we will remain
in the Gospel of John.
We began this series
at Christmas. Do

you remember? John
opened his gospel
with the words In the
beginning was the
Word. We continued
to follow Jesus all the
way to the Cross, and
experience his words
and works along the
way. Now, on the other
side of the empty
tomb, John has more
to reveal.

VR

On Easter Sunday, April 5, we will join Mary and the
disciples on resurrection morning. You have probably
heard the story. Mary Magdalene was weeping in the
garden. But her sorrow was turned to joy when she heard

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

April 02 - Maundy Thursday Service at 7 PM (John 13:1-17, 34-35)

April o5 - He Is Risen (John 20:1-20)

Additional Readings: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, Colossians 3:1-4
April 12 - The Doubter Who Believed (John 20:19-31)
Additional Readings: Psalm 16, 1 Peter 1:3-9

April 19 - Peter and Our Resurrected Lord, Jesus (John 21:1-19)

Additional Readings: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19, 1 Peter 1:17-23
April 26 - The Voice You Know (John 10:1-18)
Additional Readings: Psalm 23, 1 Peter 2:19-25

Jesus’ voice. The following Sunday, April 12, we will gather
with the disciples in a locked room. There we find Thomas
in his doubt, and we will hear Jesus invite him to believe.
These are not just stories we recount once a year. They are
the foundation on which everything else is built.

On April 19, we will venture to the shores of the Sea of
Galilee. There the disciples are fishing and a familiar voice
calls from the beach. A charcoal fire. Breakfast. And for
Peter, a restoration. On April 26, Good Shepherd Sunday,
we hear Jesus declare that he knows his sheep by name
and lays down his life for them. The season will continue
through May, leading us all the way to Pentecost Sunday
on May 24, when the risen Christ breathes on his disciples
and the mission of the church begins.

Here is an invitation for you. Let me encourage you to read
along with us. Before each Sunday, spend a few minutes in
the passage we will be exploring. Let’s allow John’s Gospel
to help us understand what life in Jesus looks like. The
resurrection is not a story we visit once a year. It is the air

we breathe as the people of God. @
ale.

I am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

Remembrance

Our prayers and sympathy are with Linda Bailey for the passing of
her sister, Donna White, on March 7th. Please keep the family in

your prayers during this difficult time.

Celebration

- John 10:11

We joyfully celebrate the birth of Stanley Grey Eveleigh on
February 25th. His parents are Scott Eveleigh and Danielle Sutton.
His grandparents are John and Jen Eveleigh. Mac and Ernie
McKenzie are his great-grandparents. Please keep the family in
your prayers during this special time.




A Network That Encourages and Equips: THE FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY

Our Connection with The Fellowship Community

One of the meaningful connections that has enriched our
ministry here at The United Church is our relationship with The Fellowship Community (TFC). I wanted to take a
moment in this newsletter to introduce or re-introduce you to this wonderful network, and share some exciting news
about what’s coming up.

The Fellowship Community is a national network of Presbyterian Church (USA) churches and leaders committed to
living and proclaiming the good news of Jesus. Their mission is simple: gathering, equipping, and encouraging one
another for healthy, missional, Christ-centered ministry. For us, this connection has been a wonderful way to deepen
and enhance our Presbyterian roots, linking us with other PC(USA) pastors and congregations who share a common
heart for the gospel and a commitment to faithful ministry.

What does TFC actually do? Quite a bit, it turns out. They host regional gatherings and monthly Zoom meetings
where leaders can connect, learn, and pray together. They maintain a “Find a Call” network to help churches and
ministry leaders find one another. They cultivate mission partnerships, including a current partnership with the
Ukrainian Evangelical Theological Seminary, whose president Dr. Rusyn recently visited TFC congregations across
the country to share how the church in Ukraine is faithfully being “salt and light” even amid the devastation of war.
TFC is also currently engaged in a vision trip to Lahore, Pakistan, partnering with Friends of Forman College to see
firsthand how the gospel is transforming young lives through education.

This spring, Christy and I will be attending the 2026 TFC National Gathering, April 27-30 in Zionsville, Indiana

(near Indianapolis). The theme draws from Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you.” The gathering will
feature speakers including Kara Powell, Scott Sunquist, Drew Hyun, and Mark Labberton, with workshops focused
on younger and future leaders, family ministry, culture, and missional discipleship. We are genuinely looking forward
to this time of renewal and connection with fellow

Presbyterian leaders from across the country. THE

We’ll look forward to sharing what we learn when .
we return. In the meantime, if you’d like to know e O W S 1
more about The Fellowship Community, you can visit

https://fellowship.community/ COMMUNITY

Blessings,
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BIRTHDAY SPOTLIGHT

Celebrating Betty Aquadro Owens -
On April 25th, Betty Aquadro Owens will celebrate her 95th birthday. ?

Betty was an active member of our congregation for many years. Currently
she lives in Tennessee near family. She plays bridge and keeps busy with
friends. Here are a few of her interesting life experiences: She and her
husband had horses and the children were involved in Pony Club activities.
They purchased an old school bus, one of the shorter ones, painted it red,
hitched up a 4-horse trailer and Betty would drive them all over. She was

a fearless driver and also the ultimate hostess. She was known for her
hospitality. Betty and her husband were also involved with a youth group and
one weekend took a group to Saranac Lake, in the red bus, to a Young Life
Camp. Apparently, they picked the coldest day of the year in the country, 30
below zero. The bus had a great heater so it all worked out well. If you missed
out on knowing Betty, you probably know Beth (her daughter) and Paul
Johnson.

Stampin’ Up

April 18th from 10:00-noon

Come join us to create some cards. No experience is needed. Cost is $20 for 4 cards and envelopes.
Please bring a tape runner or glue. I will have everything else needed. Please let me know if you
are coming by the Monday prior.

Email Nancy Burt-Preece: nancyburtpreece@gmail.com




FAMILY MINISTRY - %/ Youth Club

On March 25th, the Youth Club elementary kids took
8 part in a Resurrection Egg Hunt. They hunted for
eggs throughout the church building with their Bible
. classes. Each egg they found told part of the Easter
story, from Palm Sunday to the empty tomb. That same
night, Youth Club middle school kids took part in an
Easter scavenger hunt/escape room. They found clues
A that led them to the beautiful, true story of Easter
| Sunday. We pray this opportunity to hear the Gospel

4 helped each child draw
nearer to our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Each
§ elementary child was able
to take a set of resurrection
eggs home with them so
| that they can re-tell the
story to family and friends!

April is the last month of Youth Club, and we have some special plans! We will have 1st
graders visit Youth Club on April 22nd so that they know what to expect when they can
begin attending in the fall of 2026. Also on April 22nd, our middle school kids get one
last “dinner out” at Tom Wahl’s. And our last Youth Club, on April 29th, will include
our annual carnival and a special dinner that includes parents, volunteers, and Youth
Club kids! We look forward to lots of fun and continued deepening of our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Sunday School
During the month of March, Sunday school children collected
diapers, wipes, and formula for CareNet Canandaigua. At the

time of this writing, we have 6 items collected. Our hope is to . . ..
collect 20 items by Easter Sunday. We appreciate the generosity

o o . . . HELP HOPE HEALING
of our families who have given to this special Lenten offering! We
are collecting items in the upstairs chapel.

Pregnancy Center of Canandaigua

On March 29, our church family enjoyed the treasured tradition of our Sunday school children, youth, and some
Sunday school teachers taking part in the Palm Procession at the beginning of the 11am service. While the combined
adult, youth and bell choirs played and sang, children joyfully waved palm branches as they
walked throughout the sanctuary. Hosanna in the highest!

Upcoming Events

March 29 - Palm Sunday - Sunday school kids palm procession at beginning of 11am service
April 5 - Easter Sunday - Christ is RISEN! (no Sunday school)

April 19 - School Teacher Appreciation Sunday at 11am service - volunteers are needed
April 22 - 1st graders can visit Youth Club

April 29 - Last Youth Club; pizza dinner and celebration with parents at 5:30pm

May 10 - Last day of Sunday school classes for all ages

May 17 - Sunday School celebration breakfast for all ages at 9:45am
- Children’s Day service at 11am

May 24 - Summer schedule begins, one service of Worship at 9:30am
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Summer Camp FAMILY MINISTRY

It is campership season! Our church believes that the Christian camp experience
is so important that we will pay ' the tuition for one week at any Christian day —SEEEEE - SSSSSS
camp or overnight camp! This is not a need based scholarship - this is for every —
family sending a child to Christian camp this summer! The only qualification

is that your child currently participates in Sunday morning ministry, Youth

Club, and/or The Cause. Parents, please note: Beaver Camp has discount codes
for camperships. BEFORE you
register your child, please contact
Deb for their discount code. For
LeTourneau and other Christian
camps, our process remains the

same, once you're signed up, send the
registration confirmation to Deb, and
we will take care of the campership.
Parents, you can find camp
information in the Missions Room
(the room right next to Deb’s office). Check it out to see which camp
works best for your family. All campership requests must be submitted
by May 15. Questions? Please see Deb Marshall.

Vacation Bible School
Rainforest Falls VBS: Exploring the Nature of God

Registration is open!

Kick-off: Sun., July 12, 2026 at 6:30pm
July 13-17, 2026, 9am - 12noon

Contact Deb Marshall with any questions

All children, ages 4 years old through those who
completed sth grade, are welcome to participate!
Be sure to invite your friends to join us!

Y G o  Tweens/teens who completed 6th - 12th grade are
R encouraged to volunteer!

Adults are needed as volunteers, too!

Join Us for Game Night!

Looking for something fun to do? Join us for a Game
Night on Saturday, April 11, from 6:30-8:30 pm. This
family friendly event offers an opportunity for church
members of all ages to come together and enjoy a variety
of board games, card games, and friendly competition.
Whether you’re a seasoned game master or just looking
to have fun, there’s something for everyone. Snacks and
refreshments will be available to enjoy as you engage in
lighthearted fun and connect with others in the church
community. Bring your friends, family, or come solo --
dame night is a great way to meet new people and build
lasting relationships. We look forward to seeing you
there!




Sunday School

Our Middle School and High School classes continue. After

. both groups enjoy a joint-activity time, the Middle School
| group is going through various lessons in LIVE, and the High
School group is going through “The Ordinary Becomes the

- Extraordinary” and “Standing Strong”.

High School Youth Group (The Cause)

We have moved onto Philippians and then onto Revelation,
using a small group to large group format. Our youth band
continues to practice and grow, with plans for Sunday morning
worship. Dinner
time and activity
time continues as normal. We have also enjoyed a “out-to-town” day at
Roseland Bowl and Activity Center. In March, we will also be enjoying a
Seder Dinner, facilitated by Ryan and Deb Marshall. Other special events
include time with Mayra Giovanetti, and producing lenten artwork for the |
sanctuary.

Middle School
Group Bible

¥ Study (Youth
Club)

This class is following the same studies as the high school group. Soon,
we will be moving toward a teaching on friendship and family.

School District Connects

Our mid-week connects continue, with Victor, Marcus Whitman, and Canandaigua
school districts.

Save the Dates

e Chicken BBQ Fundraiser - Saturday, May 23
e Youth Retreat - Saturday, August 15 @ Onanda)

Youth Ministry Activities - Also on the church calendar online

Youth Club - All of April!

Sunday School - All of April (except 4/5)

The Cause - All of April (except 4/5)

Connects - 1x month per school district

e Canandaigua - Thursday, April 9, 6:45AM (Tim Hortons, North)

e Victor - Thursday, April 16, 6:45AM (Dunkin’, Main Street)

e Marcus Whitman - Monday, April 20, 2:30PM (Gorham Free Library)

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



Our Young Adults Group continues in Philippians, and then
onto Revelation. The Bible Study Group continues with

. their study on James, and then will transition to a study by

© NT Wright titled “Faith Working Through Love”. The Choir
Group is following the sermon series in the Gospel of John.
The Parenting Group continues with the curriculum titled
“The Art of Parenting”.

\ ‘ .
Our Ferris Hills group now meets every other week, :

and the Quail Summit group continues!

As a reminder, we have a men’s group that meets
every Wednesday morning at 7am at the church
for breakfast, fellowship, Bible study, and prayer.
We also have a group of women that meet every
Thursday at 1pm at the church - also a Bible study.
The church calendar provides additional information for open events in the church.

This group continues! The first few weeks included lessons from a
curriculum titled “Alpha”, which facilitates basic faith conversations. Now,
the group has transitioned into a study of Philippians. This group also
enjoys food during their conversations and studies.

Wade and Christy will be leading a Communion service at Ferris Hills on
Tuesday, April 1 at 1:00 p.m. Residents who wish to attend will gather for

a simple time of worship, Scripture, prayer, and Communion. Dan F. will
provide guitar accompaniment for our hymns. Anyone from our church who
would like to join us is welcome. It is always a meaningful time of worship
and fellowship with the Ferris Hills residents.

Young Adult and Adult Ministry Activities - Also on the church calendar online

' o Sunday School - All of April (except 4/5)
You've all been really great while I've | | o 2c-3c-Somethings Small Group - Every Tuesday, 4:00 PM.

been away recovering. | appreciate e Men’s Weekly Bible Study and Prayer Breakfast - Every Wednesday, 7:00AM
all of the cards and well-wishes. It’s e Weekly Adult Bible Study - Every Thursday, 1:00PM

gOing to be a little Whlle Still but | ° Connects -

hope to see you all again soon! o Ferris Hills - Wednesday, April 1, 15 (1:00PM)

Marion| | ¢«  Quail Summit - Tuesday, April 28, (3:00PM)




MISSIONS Mexico Trip and Dinner
Thank you to everyone who joined us for the Mexican Night Dinner
fundraiser earlier this month. It was such a fun evening of food and
fellowship. Our team truly enjoyed preparing and serving the meal, and we are grateful for the many hands that
helped make the night possible — from those who worked in the kitchen to those who generously provided the
delicious tres leches cakes. Most of all, thank you to everyone who came out to support the mission and spend the
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North Carolina Hurricane Relief Mission Trip

March 28-April 3

As this newsletter is reaching your mailbox, the mission trip team is sharing the United
Church’s love for others with the western North Carolina community as they continue to
recover from Hurricane Helene. Trip participants are Louise and Kerry V., Deb and Bruce G.,

Amelia A, Grace P, Anna Z., Mark S., and Sonya B.

Please pray for the group and the people we are helping! Feel free to take a bookmark
from the Welcome Desk with daily prayers for the group. We look forward to sharing our

experiences upon our return!

Good News!

evening together.

By the time this issue of the Lamplighter
reaches you, our team will have returned
from our trip to Mexico with Living
Waters for the World and our sister
church, Iglesia Emmanuel in Bacalar.

We are grateful for the encouragement,
denerosity, and prayers that have
supported this journey.

Please continue to keep the communities
we visited and our sister church in your
prayers. We look forward to sharing
stories, reflections, and a fuller recap of
our experiences with you in next month’s
newsletter.

Thank you again for being part of this
mission with us.

Missionary Mayra Giovantti shared the Good News of how God is working through her and her husband Carlos
Bonilla (the “BGs”) to share the GOOD NEWS as they disciple and support churches and new church plants
throughout Ibero-America (Spanish speaking countries in South America and Spain). At the March 14 Mission
event, we learned the BGs have written a curriculum teaching who God is, Jesus throughout the Bible, our lives as
followers of Christ and more. Serving over the past 25 years in Chile, Columbia, Nicaragua, Dominican Republic and

Spain, they found the need for Christians to strengthen
their core understandings in these areas, so they have
written a curriculum addressing these core beliefs, and
it has been well received. They are training churches,
pastors, and conferences throughout these regions.
Good news! We look forward to the English translation
when released!

Please pray for hearts to be opened, for the BGs, and for all
God’s called missionaries that their work would be fruitful
and they would veceive the funding needed to “go forth unto
all the world.”

Look for the BGs most recent newsletter in the Mission
Center.




One Great Hour of Sharing
A reminder that on Easter Sunday we will be receiving our annual Special MISSIONS
Easter Offering for the One Great Hour of Sharing. Envelopes were mailed
in the March Lamplighter and are also available in the pews. Please dive as A

O}( ONE GREAT

generously as you are able as we serve the most vulnerable around the world, /7 HourorsHarine
offering aid to people lacking access to life’s basic necessities.

-

Kid’s Kits

In April we will be collecting items and packing Kid’s Kits for Church World
Service. Each kit is filled with school and art supplies that help children
feel cared for, supported and ready to learn — at home, in the classroom

or wherever life takes them. We have been given beautiful cloth bags to

use (thank you Chris P.) and we are asking for the following items to fill
the bags. There will be a bin in the mission area to collect the items from
Monday April 6 to Sunday April 26 and slips showing the needed items will
be available.

One box of 12 colored pencils

One 2- pocket folder

One glue stick

One pair of blunt scissors ( rounded tip only)

One 70 page spiral bound notebook

One 12” ruler

One hand- held pencil sharpener

One large eraser

Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers

One box of 24 crayons

One handmade or store- bought pencil-pouch.

Family Promise of Ontario County

(FPOC) helps families facing or experiencing homelessness by providing them
a stable place to live, work and financial education, and other support needed
to get on their feet. The new FPOC static site on N. Main St is planning to
open in May!!!! This will have such a positive impact for families living on the
edge. God knows and cares! And so do we!

During April, our church family would like to help FPOC by donating s25,

Ontario County’s

$5o, or $100 grocery and/or fuel gift cards, or by writing a check to Family JFirst Family Homeless Shelter |
Promise. Please consider chipping in! These may be placed in the offering < K Al “Farypromise

———

plate or left with Carolyn during office hours. Questions? Please see Cathy
or Mary Lou. Please add your prayers to this and Thank You for your
consideration! - The Mission Collection Team

Eagle Scout Project for Family Promise

P Congratulations to Casey Brown! He has completed
his Eagle Scout Project at Family Promise’s new static
site. He provided the site with an Outdoor Community
Space that includes outdoor games with storage. He
also built and supplied a Little Free Library for the site.
These additions to the static site for homeless families
provide wonderful touches to the lives of families
working to re-establish independence. The Mission
Team is thrilled to have backed this project with a
connection to Family Promise and financial support.




MISSIONS Silent Auction 2026

To Benefit Mission Trips

Spring is in the air and that means the Missions Trip Fund Silent Auction
is getting closer! Make sure the dates are on your calendar - Sunday, June 7
through Sunday, June 14.

We need donors of items such as: home crafted items, store bought items, gift
baskets, pledges of your time or talents to help someone (such as 1 or 2 hours
of gardening or babysitting time), antiques, a boat ride on Canandaigua Lake, a
home cooked meal for a group of people, a cottage rental, etc.

The funds raised for our Trip Fund will assist our Youth and Adults as they

go out into the mission field. For example: Mission trips by the Youth Group;
Adult Mission Trips to Mexico to install clean water plants through Living Waters for the World; and Mission Trips
to Nicaragua with AMOS to provide health clinics, Computer labs and libraries, and trips to North Carolina to help
with the hurricane clean up. Prayerfully consider how you can help us raise money for our Trip Fund. It takes a lot
of planning and many hands to make this happen. We would appreciate any help you can give us. Thank you.
Donation forms and collection box will be in the Welcome Center beginning March 29th. If you would like to help
or have any questions, please contact Nancy Abdallah at nancycabdallah@gmail.com or 585-749-4313

TREASURER

Financial summary

During January and February, we received $6,885.94 more donations than budgeted,
but $8,548.33 less than the same period in 2025. Our January and February net
income is $6,185.35 more than budgeted but $8,402.47 less than last year. Please
continue to prayerfully consider increasing your pledge payments or catching up if
you are behind. Thank you! Nancy Lamberson, Treasurer

Assistance Fund Offering

On the first Sundays of April, May, and June, loose offering will be designated for
the Stewards Assistance Fund. This fund allows us to care for those in our church
family in practical and meaningful ways during times of need. Your generosity helps
us quietly extend compassion and support when it is needed most. If you would like
to give directly to the Assistance Fund at any time, simply note “Assistance Fund” on
your check or envelope.

Care Ministry Volunteers Gather to Connect
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Care Ministry ,
Volunteer Potluck and for the delicious food you generously brought 2

Following lunch, Nancy B. led a short interactive discussion around
¥ our theme “Connecting with Others.” Around our tables we reflected |

? unintentionally send a message of not caring, and how we naturally
% bring faith into conversation. It was a meamngful reminder that
simple connection is at the heart of every care ministry; whether

P an appointment.

li Thank you to Nancy B. for leading this time, and to Louise V. and
' Lydia B. for helping organize and plan the gathering. And thank
you to Margie W., who I can always count on to capture wonderful

’ . photos of the day!




Transportation Team: As Care Ministry Grows, So Does the Need CARE MINISTRY
As Care Ministry continues to grow at The United Church, so do the
opportunities to care in practical ways.

One of the simplest and most meaningful ministries is our Transportation
Team. For some in our church family, detting to a doctor’s appointment or even
to Sunday worship is not always easy. A temporary illness, surgery recovery,

or no longer driving can quickly become isolating. We are looking to add more
volunteers so rides can be shared among a wider group. When a need arises,

a message is sent out. If it works for your schedule, you respond. If not, that’s
completely okay. Volunteers need a valid driver’s license and proof of curvent regis-
tration and insurance. We are also hoping to form a small “urgent” call list for those willing to help with last-minute
needs (less than two days’ notice).

If you feel even a small nudge, we’d love to talk with you. Please reach out to Margie W., our Transportation Team
Coordinator. Sometimes care looks like prayer. Sometimes it looks like a ride.

Grief Support Opportunity

While we do not currently offer a formal grief support group at The United Church,
we want you to know that support is available in our wider Christian community.
Crosswinds Wesleyan Church offers a Grief Support Group for those walking through
loss.

&

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” - Hebrews 6:19

If you are seeking hope and healing on your journey of grief, this group is led by a
. team of dedicated ministry partners. For more information, please contact Pastor
Karen Busby at karen@crosswinds.church.
If you would like to talk or need help connecting, please reach out to Christy.

Doing What Is Good

“He has told you, mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord vequire of you but to do justice and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God?” -- Micah 6:8 (NRSVue)

This verse from Micah offers a clear and simple picture of the life God calls us to live, to love kindness and to walk
humbly with Him. Recently, while reading Redeeming Eden by Ingrid Faro, I came across a reflection that made me
pause. She writes:

“Like Shiphrah and Puah, we may be midwife-ing a new thing, which vequires a deep faith and fear of God. Like
Jochebed, we may be giving bivth and nurturing life in ways that ave countercultural. Like Miriam, we may speak words
or lead in ways that help carry out God’s plan. Or, like Pharaol’s daughter, we may be called to cross social and ethnic
boundaries or commit to loving and vaising up the next generation of leaders.”

What struck me about these examples is that none of these women likely realized the significance of their actions in
the moment. They were simply responding with courage, compassion, and faithfulness.

God’s work often unfolds that way, through ordinary people who

quietly choose what is good. Sometimes that choice looks like offering
encouragement to someone who is discouraged. Sometimes it is sitting
beside someone who is hurting, offering help when it is needed, or
stepping across boundaries to care for someone different from ourselves.
These moments may seem small, yet they are often the very places where
God’s kindness becomes visible.

Perhaps this is one way we continue living out Micah’s words, loving
kindness and walking humbly with our God.
n ~ Christy
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